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beaten with an iron rod, ground through a mill, pounded in a
mortar with a pestle, and then subjected to the fiery pit and
boiling liquid, and made to walk through mountains of knives
and forests of swords. There was, in short, no torture of hell that
he did not go through.
However, he remembered the Taoist's admonition and went
thorugh all without even a groan. After the tortures of hell had
been exhausted, he was again taken before Yenlo, who said thus:
"This man is too wicked to be reborn a man; he shall be born
a woman."
Accordingly he was born as the daughter of Wang Chuan, an
assistant magistrate of Shanfu. She was sickly as a child and
hardly a day went by without her having to take medicine of all
sorts or suffer the pain of cauterisation. Once she fell off the
bed and another time she fell into a fire, but through all these
trials she never uttered a single sound.
She was extraordinarily beautiful when she grew up but was
looked upon as a deaf-mute because she never said a word, no
matter what the provocation. A graduate of the district heard
about her beauty and sought to marry her. When her family told
him that she was dumb, Lu said, "What does she need of speech
so long as she is a good wife? She will set a good example for
wives with long, wagging tongues." Her family, therefore, be-
trothed her to Lu and in due time the marriage ceremony took
place.
For several years husband and wife lived in happiness. She gave
birth to a son, who was now two years old and a very clever and
adorable child. Lu, with the child in his arms, tried to make her
talk by all kinds of devices, but in vain. Finally he grew very
angry and said to her thus: "Once upon a time the wife of Chk
refused to smile because she held her husband in contempt for
his lack of -breeding. But even she yielded when her husband
showed his skill in shooting down a pheasant. Now I am not as
crude as Chia, while my skill in literary composition is of a
higher order than archery. Yet you would not speak to me. What